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Description :

Prsentation de |'diteur"On the day after humans disappear, nature takes over and immediately begins
cleaning house - or houses, that is. Cleans them right off the face of the earth. They all go."What if mankind
disappeared right now, forever ... what would happen to the Earth in aweek, ayear, amillennium? Could the
planet's climate ever recover from human activity? How would nature destroy our huge cities and our myriad
plastics? And what would our final legacy be? Speaking to expertsin fields as diverse as oil production and

ecology, and visiting the places that have escaped recent human activity to discover how they have adapted

to life without us, Alan Weisman paints an intriguing picture of the future of Earth. Exploring key concerns
of our time, this absorbing thought experiment reveals a powerful - and surprising - picture of our planet's

future.From Publishers WeeklyBecause of the scientific terminology and the interlinked data amassed bit by


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B008KYWHAE

bit, thisis not an easy read for narrator or lay listener. But it's a fascinating book, and Grupper handles it
well. Grupper's careful narration brings to life Weisman's judicious organi zation, unambiguous grammatical
structure and vivid descriptions of what would become of land, sea, fish, flora and fauna should humans
disappear from the face of the earth. Weisman explains the earth's capacity for self-healing. Unchecked by
human intervention, acity like New Y ork would flood within days, its buildings and infrastructure would
collapse, and soon the city would revert to its original ecosystem. But the message of the book is our legacy
to the universe: Every bit of plastic manufactured over the last 80 years or so still remains somewhere in the
environment. Weisman and Grupper convert abstract environmental concepts into concrete ideas. Broadly
and meticulously researched, finely interwoven journalism and imaginative projection, the book is an utterly
convincing call to action. Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights
reserved.From The New Y orkerTeasing out the consequences of a simple thought experimentwhat would
happen if the human species were suddenly extinguishedWeisman has written a sort of pop-science ghost
story, in which the whole earth is the haunted house. Among the highlights: with pumps not working, the
New Y ork City subways would fill with water within days, while weeds and then trees would retake the
buckled streets and wild predators would ravage the domesticated dogs. Texass unattended petrochemical
complexes might ignite, scattering hydrogen cyanide to the windsa "mini chemical nuclear winter." After
thousands of years, the Chunnel, rubber tires, and more than a billion tons of plastic might remain, but
eventually a polymer-eating microbe could evolve, and, with the spectacular return of fish and bird
populations, the earth might revert to Eden. Copyright 2007 Click here to subscribe to The New Y orker



