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Par Nicci French : Land of the Living 
before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Land of the Living: 

Description :  Description du produitIn the tradition of The Silence of the Lambs, Nicci French, bestselling 
author of Beneath the Skin and The Red Room, delivers what promises to be the psychological blockbuster 
of the season. Kidnapped, gagged, and held in an airless shed by some unknown assailant, Abbie Devereaux 

has somehow managed to survive her ordeal and escape. Now no one seems to believe her, including the 
police who found her bruised and beaten in a run-down neighborhood outside London, and the psychologists 

who interview her in the hospital. Even worse, Abbie can't remember anything immediately prior to her 
abduction, so there's no one to corroborate her story. Determined to prove that she's not "making this all up," 
as one inspector suggests, Abbie sets out to retrace her steps--and comes face-to-face with a very real psycho-

killer. Only this time, she refuses to be his victim. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B002RI9Z7W


Prsentation de l'diteurLand of the Living is a riveting psychological thriller from the acclaimed Top Ten 
bestselling author, Nicci FrenchYou wake in the dark, gagged and bound. A man visits you, feeds you. And 
tells you that he will kill you - just like all the rest.Abbie Devereaux doesn't know where she is or how she 

got there. She's so terrified she can barely remember her own name - and she's sure of just one thing: that she 
will survive this nightmare. But even if she does make it back to the land of the living, Abbie knows that 

he'll still be out there, looking for her. And next time, there may be no escape . . ..co.ukLand of the Living is 
the latest thriller from the husband-and-wife team of journalist Nicci Gerrard and writer Sean French. They 

have produced (as Nicci French) several first-rate novels of psychological suspense, such as The Red Room, 
Beneath the Skinand Killing Me Softly. Land of the Living is possibly their most assured outing yet, with all 

the carefully crafted plotting and assiduous characterisation that has distinguished their earlier work. The 
basic situation is intense and immediate: Abbie Devereux wakes up and finds herself hooded and bound, 
with no idea of how she ended up in this terrifying state. She is tended to by a man she never sees: a man 

who makes the promise that he will eventually kill her "like the others". Abbie is forced to re-examine 
aspects of her identity, her career and the dying relationship she had with her boyfriend. The struggle for 

survival is physical and mental. If French's compelling novel owes more than a little to John Fowles' 
masterpiece The Collector, it is none the worse for that. And the delineation of extreme mental states has all 

the disturbing assurance of Patricia Highsmith. --Barry ForshawFrom Publishers WeeklyA horrifying 
premise catalyzes this fast-paced, suspenseful thriller: A woman wakes up in a darkened room, bound, 

disoriented, unable to recall the recent past. She is terrorized and abused by a strange man who taunts her 
with the names of other victims. But for Abbie Devereaux, a 25-year-old Londoner, the nightmare really 

begins after she escapes. Recovering in a local hospital, she must confront the fact that no one believes her 
story. Her doctors think it's all a fantasy, "a cry for help." Det. Insp. Jack Cross can't find a crime scene. And 

when Abbie's well enough to go home, she discovers that her life-her job designing office interiors; her 
boyfriend, Terry; the flat they shared-has been destroyed, but she hasn't a clue as to how or why. Has she 

had a breakdown? Is she still in danger from the kidnapper? The bulk of the novel is about Abbie's inventive 
efforts to reconstruct her life and discover what really happened to her. French (Killing Me Softly) does a 

good job of making this unlikely scenario believable. But the larger authorial challenge is making Abbie, an 
average and unambitious young woman who has clearly made some bad choices in her life, into someone 

resourceful enough to solve the mystery. The book is psychologically astute about terror-Abbie's panic and 
bewilderment throughout her ordeal are rendered with precision-but her more basic motivations don't always 

ring true. Still, it's a suspenseful and harrowing tale, occasionally dipping into the truly gruesome, with 
powerful narrative drive.Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


